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BROUGHT TO YOU BY HUNCOTE PARISH COUNCIL
New Parish Council Website Launched on 1st September

The parish council launched a new website for all our documents and notices, all freely
available for public access, from 1st September which has replaced the former parish council
website and the old Leicestershire Villages website for Huncote.
In 2014, as part of the county council’s cost saving measures, it was announced that the
Leicestershire Villages website would be closed, as of 31st August 2016. As such the new
parish website will help to retain some of this information and transfer that to the new site.
The new parish website is more user friendly for mobile and tablet devices, something which
is becoming increasingly important. The site will also offer greater links to community groups
and their activities, along with promoting when events will take place and linking all this
information so it can be more easily shared using Twitter and Facebook.
The existing social media sites will remain with contact details for the parish council being
updated to www.huncote-pc.gov.uk and a new email address (clerk@huncote-pc.gov.uk).
The previous website link (huncote.leicestershireparishcouncils.org) and email address
(huncotepc@hotmail.com) will still work if you have them in your bookmarks.

Have your say on highway maintenance, everything from A-roads to
Zebras…

A consultation has been launched and will run until Sunday 25th September to give
residents, motorists and organisations such as parish councils the chance to comment on
how Leicestershire County Council can change its approach to maintenance in order to make
savings.
The authority spent £26 million looking after roads, pavements and verges, in 2015/16, either
directly or through contractors. By 2020 the authority needs to reduce this to £16.5 million.
See here for full details of the very important consultation, which will guide how these
savings are made: www.leicestershire.gov.uk/news/have-your-say-on-highway-maintenanceeverything-from-a-roads-to-zebras%E2%80%A6

How to Contact Your Local Councillors

Should you have an issue to raise or a question about something going on in your community that you would like
answers to, please don’t hesitate to contact the Clerk or one of your local Councillors for help, support and advice.
Cllr ALEC KNIGHT (Chairman) - (0116) 284 1285 or alecjanet@aol.com;
Cllr STEVE CRANE (Vice Chair) - (0116) 286 4525 or stevecrane93@hotmail.com;
Cllr CHRISTINE MEADOWS - (0116) 286 4718 or christinemeadows@intamail.com;
Cllr CLIFF BROWN - (0116) 286 5052 or brown.cliff@sky.com;
Cllr JILL CHEESMAN - (0116) 319 3991 or jccheesman@gmail.com;
2x PARISH COUNCILLOR VACANCIES - SEE EXISTING PARISH COUNCILLORS OR WEBSITE FOR
DETAILS OF WHAT’S INVOLVED AND HOW TO APPLY
Cllr MAGGIE WRIGHT (District Councillor) - (01455) 888 306 or cllr.m.wright@blaby.gov.uk
Cllr ERNIE WHITE (County Councillor) - (01455) 272 136 or ewhite@leics.gov.uk
Contact the CLERK (STUART BACON) on (01455) 844 539, 07875 291 366 or clerk@huncote-pc.gov.uk
Find us on the web at www.huncote-pc.gov.uk
Would you like to know more about what is happening locally?
Have you been keeping up to date with the Parish Council and what’s happening in the village on Facebook/
Twitter? Why not look us up and ‘Like’ or ‘Follow’ us to be kept up to date with the latest news and information
from the Parish Council and links to other helpful, informative and important information from our partners.
Facebook facebook.com/HuncoteParishCouncil
Facebook facebook.com/Huncote
Twitter @HuncotePC

Nominations Sought for Huncote Environment Awards 2016
We hope that you are sufficiently interested in your local environment to enter a nomination or
two for this year’s awards. Environmental developments of any type or size carried out in the
parish in the last 12 months are eligible for consideration by the judges. The winner will
receive a cup, which they will have for the year and a cash prize of £25 and the runner-up will
get a cash prize of £10.
May we suggest you spend a few minutes looking around your own immediate neighbourhood
and then, if you can spare the time, extend your search to the rest of the village? You can, of
course nominate yourself if you have good reason (or get a friend to do so).
We are not expecting to find major environmental achievements but there are many ways,
either by accident or design, that ordinary people like us can enhance the local environment
and improve the quality of life for those around us.

We list below SOME, but by no means all, of the individual or group efforts which could qualify
for inclusion:
’Jungle’ garden or allotment restored to productive use;
Environmental project by an individual or organisation
Improvements in the street scene e.g. display of hanging baskets (not Parish Council),
house or garage extensions;
The establishment of a wild flower garden;
Garden pond for aquatic wild life;
Any development to benefit elderly people, or the disabled;
Installation of solar panels or other means of energy saving;
Any permanent improvements by the local working quarries.
The competition will be judged by a panel and the Environment Cup and other awards will be
presented at the Huncote Community Association Community Day at the Community Centre
on Saturday, 26th November 2016 at which all residents of, and visitors to, Huncote are
most welcome.
Please e-mail us at clerk@huncote-pc.gov.uk, leave a message on our Facebook Page,
send us a tweet, or write us at Huncote Parish Council, c/o 3 Mountfield Road, Earl Shilton,
Leicestershire, LE9 7LW, to arrive no later than 5pm on THURSDAY 3rd NOVEMBER
2016, telling us who you nominate, their address, and why they should win.

Huncote Community Grants

As part of the council’s grant awarding programme for local groups and activities, recent
grants have been awarded to 1st Huncote & Croft Scout Group for new tents and equipment
(£1,000) along with a £750 to the Lion Roars for Rainbows for gazebos and equipment.
The Lion Roar For Rainbows event raised money in aid of Rainbows and in memory of
Stephen McMullan. A well attended Live Music and Family Fun Day was held at The Red Lion
on 28th August 2016, with an under 11's Fancy Dress Competition, Stalls, BBQ and more.
Thanks to the organisers for a great community event.

Huncote Community Day
The next Huncote Community Association Community Day will be held at the Community
Centre on Saturday, 26th November 2016 from 11am to 4pm at which all residents of,
and visitors to, Huncote are most welcome.
A wide variety of village groups will have a stall for fund raising or to raise the profile of their
group.
More details of the Community Association Community Day will be sent out nearer the date,
from the Community Association directly and via the Community Pages of the parish council
website. Please contact Hilary Comyn on (0116) 286 3826 or email hmcomyn@gmail.com for
more details.

Broadband Headaches

Frustratingly for many residents broadband access in the village was difficult to come by in
August, causing difficulties for many in shopping, internet banking, keeping up to date with the
Olympics medals tables, and catching up with programmes on iPlayer, to name only a few.
The problems have since been resolved and households are now back online.
BT Openreach; who are responsible for maintaining all the telephone lines and phone
cabinets around the country, have apologised for the disruption to residents of Huncote and
advised the Parish Council that they have now resolved the issues with the cabinet in Huncote
and capacity should be available in the next few weeks for anyone wishing to improve their
broadband speeds.

Bring Superfast Broadband to Huncote

Is your household like many across the country that regularly like to be able to surf the web?
Would you like an alternative to BT? Are you frustrated at your existing download speed?
Virgin Media are investing £3 billion in their next generation optical fibre and digital tv services,
which are set to benefit 4 million more homes and businesses. And that could include yours!
Virgin Media are basing their decisions on which areas to begin cabling next based on how
close you are to their network (we’re really close—it’s upto the bridge in Narborough) and
expressions of demand. So to bring Huncote higher up the list, you will need to register on
virginmedia.com/cablemystreet and Virgin will keep you updated by email as to their local
progress.
How to Get Virgin Media in your home in 5 simple steps:1. Register your interest - Be sure to ask your neighbours because the more people who
register an interest, the more likely it’ll be that Virgin will cable your street!
2. To the drawing board - Once an area has enough interest, they'll get busy planning where
the new fibre optic cables will go and making sure they have the right planning
permissions.
3. Cabling your street - Virgin Media’s engineering team start laying their next generation
optical fibre in our area.
4. Testing, testing - Once the cables have been laid, Virgin will carry out lots of tests to make
sure the new cables work and everyone in our area will have access to all our services.
5. Connecting your home - Eeeek, this is the most exciting part – the final step is the set up
and activation from the street to your home or business and then… voilà! You’re all ready
to start experiencing ultrafast internet.
To find out your existing download speed, visit www.speedtest.net and run a test. There’s
even an app you can download to your mobile or tablet. Other sites are available.
Further details on increasing broadband download speeds to at least 30MB across the county
are available from www.superfastleicestershire.org.uk.

Notice for Dog Walkers

Dog walkers are reminded that dogs should be kept on leads near the allotments on Eunice
Avenue, and dogs should not be allowed to stray into the allotments and damage any of the
crops the allotment owners have carefully nurtured and grown.

Volunteers Sought for Huncote in Bloom

The Parish Council would like to set up a Huncote in Bloom group, and is looking for
volunteers who would like to enrich and enhance the village, by helping to plant, water and
maintain hanging baskets and planters around the village.
If you are interested or would like to learn more please contact a parish councillor or the Clerk
for more details and to register your interest.

