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1st Huncote and Croft Scout Group Receive Grant Award

At the Parish Council meeting on 3rd March, 1st Huncote and Croft Scout Group received a
grant award of £1,000 to put towards purchasing additional new tents, cooking equipment and
utensils for use by the 26 Beavers and Cubs as well as their leaders.
The groups are just entering their second year, and meet on Tuesdays: Beavers 5:15-6:45pm,
Cubs 6:30-8pm. The groups always welcome volunteers, and are currently looking for help
and/or leaders to start a Scout group, for the Cubs to progress into. Please email Sally
Beadman at 1sthuncoteandcroft@gmail.com for more information.
Are you part of a local group with a project in mind? Two types of grants are available from
the parish council; grants up to £100 and grants over £100. Details of the grants and
application forms are available from the parish council website or by contacting the Clerk.

Grant Success for Huncote Community Library

The Community Library Committee are celebrating at having secured all their desired funding
to begin work on building and setting up a new library within the Methodist Church Hall.
The group have received set-up grants from Leicestershire County Council SHIRES grant
(£6,000), Blaby Community District Capital Grant (£5,000) and Midlands Co operative
Community Dividend (£5,000), along with a grant from Huncote Parish Council (£3,425).
The project will require some alterations to rooms to the rear of the Church Hall and improving
direct access for all. The library is set to open later this year.

Damage to Play Area Equipment
During the last five weeks the seat on the zip-line in the park has been subject to repeated
attacks by both animals and vandals.
Evidence has been found of dogs biting and chewing the seat along with someone cutting and
carving the seat with a knife.
We would like to remind everyone that whilst this equipment has been provided for everyone
to enjoy and play on, it certainly hasn’t been provided for pets to use as a chew toy. Anyone
caught allowing their dog to bite or chew on the seat will be reported for criminal damage and
could face a significant fine from the dog warden.
Other recent reports have seen motorcycles driving around on the park and also on the BMX
track at the Pavilion. Should anyone witness anyone riding motorbikes on the park or if you
know who these people are, we would request that you report the details to the parish council
immediately.
We’re not looking to stop people having fun, just ensure that areas are safe for all ages to use.

Memorial Safety Testing
Huncote Parish Council will be carrying out safety testing,
in accordance with industry guidance, on all memorials in
Huncote Cemetery, Forest Road, Huncote
during June and July 2016
Once safety testing of the memorials has been completed
we will be contacting grave owners to let them know if any
work is required to their memorial. Immediate make safe
work may have to be undertaken where there is an
imminent danger of a monument falling.

If you have any concerns or questions over the testing of
memorials, would like to be present at the testing of your
memorial, or would like to update your contact details with
the parish council regarding your memorial,
please contact the Parish Clerk, Stuart Bacon at Huncote
Parish Council on 01455 844 539 or by emailing
huncotepc@hotmail.com.

Local Charity Seek Special Foster Homes for Seven
Nervous Dogs

Leicester Animal Aid, a dog and cat rescue and rehoming centre based in
Huncote, Leicestershire, are launching a special appeal for calm and quiet foster
homes for seven very nervous, young dogs to help them adjust to home life.
Terrier mixes Maggie, Rick, Daryl, Carol, Abe, Bernie and Merle have recently come into the
Centre and although they have lived together, they have had very little human contact and
hardly any experiences outside of area they were kept in. As a result, they are very frightened
and LAA would like to help to build their confidence in a home environment.
LAA are looking for foster carers that are understanding and experienced in dealing with
unsocialised and anxious dogs. Foster carers will need to be patient, live in a calm and quiet
home, be at home for at least part of the day and live without children or cats. The dogs will
need to either be rehomed in pairs or with existing compatible dogs.
As the dogs are currently fearful of people and new situations, they can only have garden
exercise and have not yet had any experience with collars or leads. Foster homes will need to
have a secure garden with at least a 4ft solid fence. The dogs will need to stay in their foster
homes for at least 6 weeks to provide stability and ideally foster carers should be happy to
have visits at home from potential new owners that have been recommended by LAA .
The dogs are up-to-date with vaccinations as well as flea and worm treatments and will be
microchipped. They have yet been neutered or spayed. Each dog will be given an individual
care plan and foster carers will have weekly contact with the Centre for support and to update
on progress.
All food and equipment will be supplied by Leicester Animal Aid and all medical costs paid for
by the Charity. Foster carers will be provided with an emergency contact number available 24
hours a day and will be able to contact the Centre for support between 8am-5pm for nonemergencies.
If you are interested in fostering these sweet but frightened dogs, please contact Leicester
Animal Aid on 01455 888 257.

Parish Council Website

The parish council are looking at reviewing our website and would like to understand what
users thoughts are of the existing site and if you can tell us what you would like from a new
website? Please pass on your thoughts by emailing the Clerk.
Ideas for the new site include better integration with social media, more on the history of
Huncote, including more old pictures of times past around the village and more information
about groups and events in the village, all adding to the existing details on council operations.

Upcoming Parish Council Meetings

The next meetings of Huncote Parish Council are due to be held on Thursday 16th June, and
1st September 2016 beginning at 7.00 pm in St James Church Hall, Narborough Road, before
moving to Huncote Methodist Church Hall on Forest Road for meetings on Thursday 6th
October, 3rd November and 1st December.
All residents are invited to attend Parish Council meetings to air their views about local issues/
services and meet with the District and County Councillors for the area.

Protect Your Pets and Get Them Chipped

New laws came in force on Wednesday 6th April, meaning owners of a dog over the age of
eight weeks in England found without a microchip will be served with a notice requiring them
to have one implanted within 21 days or face court action leading to a fine of up to £500.
Dog wardens also have the power to seize and microchip dogs before returning them to their
owners and they will be able to recover the costs.
Animal Aid can microchip any dog for £8 per animal. Great value if you haven’t done it
already, and far cheaper than a possible fine.
For more information about the changes visit: www.gov.uk/get-your-dog-microchipped.

Introduction of Public Space Protection Orders
Following Blaby District Council’s decision on 21st March, dog owners are reminded that the
introduction of the Public Space Protection Order - Dogs will come into force on 16th May
2016 and will require dog owners to carry spare bags at all times to pick up any waste from
their dog, even if their dog has already used a bag.
A Public Space Protection Order (PSPO) is a new power introduced under the Anti-Social
Behaviour, Crime and Policing Act 2014. A PSPO is a wide ranging power available to control
activities and behaviours being undertaken within a public place. PSPO’s are intended to
replace some existing controls, including Dog Control Orders. In the absence of action by the
local authority, any existing Dog Control Orders would automatically morph into a PSPO after
3 years, however the opportunity has been taken to review and strengthen the existing powers
through a new PSPO relating to dogs.
A draft PSPO was drafted which incorporated the existing controls contained within the 3
Blaby District Council Dog Control Orders. These included the offences of not picking up dog
faeces, allowing dogs into fenced play areas and not putting a dog on a lead when instructed
by an authorised officer. The draft order also introduced a new control requiring dogs to be
kept on leads when in churchyards, cemeteries and similar locations. It also introduced a new
offence which requires dog owners, when in charge of a dog, to be equipped to pick up dog
faeces. This introduces a positive requirement on dog owners to have a means of picking up
dog faeces when out with their dog.

How to Contact Your Local Councillors

Should you have an issue to raise or a question about something going on in your community
that you would like answers to, please don’t hesitate to contact the Clerk or one of your local
Councillors for help, support and advice.
Cllr ALEC KNIGHT (Chairman) - (0116) 284 1285 or alecjanet@aol.com;
Cllr STEVE CRANE (Vice Chair) - (0116) 286 4525 or stevecrane93@hotmail.com;
Cllr BARBARA KILBY - (0116) 286 5214;
Cllr CHRISTINE MEADOWS - (0116) 286 4718 or christinemeadows@intamail.com;
Cllr CLIFF BROWN - (0116) 286 5052 or brown.cliff@sky.com;
Cllr JILL CHEESMAN - (0116) 319 3991 or jccheesman@gmail.com;
PARISH COUNCILLOR VACANCY 1 & 2
- SEE EXISTING COUNCILLORS OR PARISH COUNCIL WEBSITE FOR DETAILS ON
HOW TO APPLY TO BE A PARISH COUNCILLOR FOR HUNCOTE
Cllr MAGGIE WRIGHT (District Councillor) - (01455) 888 306 or
cllr.m.wright@blaby.gov.uk
Cllr ERNIE WHITE (County Councillor) - (01455) 272 136 or ewhite@leics.gov.uk
Contact the CLERK (STUART BACON) on (01455) 844 539, 07875 291 366 or
huncotepc@hotmail.com
Find us on the web at http://huncote.leicestershireparishcouncils.org
Would you like to know more about what is happening locally?
Have you been keeping up to date with the Parish Council and what’s happening in the village
on Facebook/Twitter? Why not look us up and ‘Like’ or ‘Follow’ us to be kept up to date with
the latest news and information from the Parish Council and links to other helpful, informative
and important information from our partners.
Facebook facebook.com/HuncoteParishCouncil
Facebook facebook.com/Huncote
Twitter @HuncotePC

