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CHRISTMAS TREES AND LIGHTS
FOR HUNCOTE

This years Christmas trees and lights display
was turned on on Saturday 29th November and
can be seen brightly displayed opposite St
James the Greater church and on The Green.
The trees are supplied by Oakberry Trees of
Lutterworth, who will be happy to help if you
require a natural tree yourselves this year.

NEW INCLUSIVE PLAY EQUIPMENT COMING
EARLY 2015

Following extensive consultation with the village over recent
years and discussions with local children, an order for the new
equipment has been placed.
The equipment is expected to be installed during January/
February, so we apologise in advance for any inconvenience
caused, while the play area is closed for installation of new kit.

HUNCOTE COMMUNITY AWARDS 2014

This year’s Community Awards were presented at the Community
Day, where we were delighted to present the three awards.
71 Forest Road won Best Front Garden, Huncote Methodist Church
Breakfast Club for providing an excellent service to the community
and EMH Homes won for the War Memorial Garden.

WISHING YOU A MERRY CHRISTMAS

All the Council Members and staff at Huncote Parish Council
would like to wish all the parishioners of Huncote a very Merry
Christmas and a very Happy New Year, and hope that 2015 is a
great year ahead for us all.

DO CATS CARE ABOUT CHRISTMAS?!
Probably not in the same way we do, but cats and dogs certainly
understand how nice it feels to be safe inside a warm home, with
people who love them.
This Christmas, Leicester Animal Aid will be looking after dogs
and cats who have ended up at the rescue centre in Huncote for
a variety of reasons – lost, abandoned, unwanted or unloved.
We are asking for your help to make Christmas a little more joyful
for these homeless pets. Could you add another present to your
list? Maybe a tin or two of food, a fun toy, some treats, a cash gift
or even donate some old towels or blankets that you no longer
need. Big or small, your gift will mean a lot to these dogs and cats
who have nothing.
Here’s Snowy. He has been at LAA for the
whole of 2014. He is very quick to learn,
enjoys playing games and loves his bed.
When he’s out in kennels he looks a bit over
the top but it’s only because he’s desperate to
get chosen. Unfortunately, being bouncy and
barky has had the opposite effect and Snowy
has seen hundreds of dogs find new homes
whilst he gets passed by. It’s such a shame because up in the offices or at home, Snowy is a chilled out character.
This is Jethro. Just like Snowy, his Christmas Wish
is to find a new home as he too has seen many
cats come in and go on to lovely homes, with very
little interest himself. Jethro needs a cat savvy
owner and could possibly live with a female cat.
He’s such a playful chap he would be a great fun
cat to have around the place.
If you would like to know more about Snowy or Jethro, or would
like to donate a gift to the dogs or cats at Leicester Animal Aid
this Christmas please come on over! We are open 10:00-2.30pm
every day (except Christmas Day) and the Cattery opens at
11am. We would love to see you!

Wishing you a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year!
Leicester Animal Aid
Forest Road
Huncote
Leicester
LE9 3LE
www.leicesteranimalaid.org.uk
01455 888257

ADVICE FOR MOTORISTS FROM
LEICESTERSHIRE NEIGHBOURHOOD
WATCH – CAR THEFT RISKS ON FROSTY
MORNINGS
Motorists who leave their cars to de-ice on frosty mornings could
face the theft of their vehicles – and being left in the cold by their
insurers.
Every year Leicestershire Constabulary has to deal with a
number of car thefts which have happened while drivers have left
the cars running while their windscreens defrost. Often they pop
back into the warmth of their homes – and come out to find the
driveway empty.
Thieves lie in wait on these cold mornings, and particularly target
high value vehicles.
PC Steve Day, crime reduction officer for Leicestershire
Constabulary’s South Area, said: “We strongly advise drivers not
to leave their cars while they are running.
“These days cars are fitted with sophisticated anti-theft devices,
but these are usually useless if the engine is running and the car
is not attended.
“If your car is stolen in these circumstances, your insurance
company will not pay out.”
PC Day added that it was an offence to leave vehicles with their
engine running, because of the danger of it causing an accident.

LOCAL PEOPLE NEEDED TO ‘STEP UP’ AND
MAKE THEIR AREA GREENER WITH TREES
Leicestershire is one of the least wooded counties in the UK with
only 5.8% cover, when compared to the national average of 10%.
The Woodland Trust, the UK’s leading tree and woodland
conservation charity, is now working with Leicestershire County
Council and encouraging people to plant trees and hedges.
Packs of saplings will be provided as part of the Stepping Stones
scheme that’s been set up to increase the amount of hedgerows
and number of trees across the county.
Stuart Holm, Woodland Creation Advisor at the Woodland Trust,
said: “Hedges and trees planted as part of the Stepping Stones
scheme don’t have to take up a large block of land. They can be
placed in a range of places, such as field corners, in gaps of
existing hedgerows or on the edge of playing fields and
footpaths. Whether you’re a farmer and want to plant trees for
practical benefits, such as shelter for livestock – or part of a
community group, and would like new trees to attract more wildlife or provide fruit for cooking – we would like to hear from you.”
Andy Jackson, Stepping Stones Project Manager at Leicestershire County Council, said: "Hedges and trees provide fantastic
wildlife corridors and provide breaks in the landscape. The
Stepping Stones project offers a wonderful opportunity for people
to improve their land and local environment, so I hope people are
encouraged to get involved whilst there’s still time to do so.”
Stuart Holm continued “Hedgerows and trees also allow children
to learn about the vast range of wildlife we have on our doorstep.
We’re delighted to be working with Leicestershire County Council
as part of this scheme, and are looking forward to seeing the
number of hedgerows and trees increase across the county
which can be enjoyed for generations to come.”
People have until Friday 30 January 2015 to apply for the
Leicestershire scheme. They can apply or find out more
information by visiting leics.gov.uk/trees_make_hedges

MESSAGE FROM REV DAVID LAWTON

Dear Friends,

Well, here we are – gradually getting closer and closer to Christmas
when many people will be celebrating the birth of Jesus: God with
us. But what is this season of Advent all about?
Advent begins four Sundays before December 25 – and at its heart
it’s all about giving us the opportunity to prepare ourselves for
Christmas. But surely, Christmas is all about planning, shopping,
baking, buying presents, decorations, parties, Santa, cards, gifts,
and eggnog isn’t it? Well, there’s actually a lot more to Christmas
than this.
At Christmas, we celebrate Christ, the Saviour of the world coming
to us as a baby and Advent is a time of expectant, hopeful waiting
and cheerful preparation of God breaking into our lives, past,
present and future. So, in celebrating Christmas we remember the
birth of Jesus, we prepare for Christ’s return, and we welcome God
into our lives every day.
Advent then, is a season which reminds us that there’s joy and
hope in our waiting as we prepare our homes and ourselves for the
arrival of Jesus as our special guest – the one we’ve been waiting
for. During this time, some children will be opening their advent
calendars each day, anticipating Christmas; and in our Churches
and local villages there are opportunities for us to join together as
we enter into the Christmas spirit, singing carols and reminding
ourselves of what Christmas is really all about.
During that last 12 months it’s been great to meet so many people
here. I look forward to our continuing to work together in building
community relations through the various Church
and local activities, projects and events. This
Advent, I wish you every blessing for Christmas
2014 and for the approaching New Year.
Grace and peace to you this Christmas.
Revd David Lawton
Huncote Methodist Church
Tel: 0116 231 3957
Email: David.Lawton@methodist.org.uk

BRAND NEW GYM EXPERIENCE HEADING
TO HUNCOTE PAVILION
The Pavilion Leisure Centre, in Huncote, will be unveiling a stateof-the-art gym in spring 2015.

The fully air conditioned, 37 station gym will offer the latest
interactive technology, along with free WIFI and Sky Sports.
There will also be a new café bar with soft play area, bar terrace
and relaxation area (subject to planning permission),
refurbishment to the main hall, and an extension to the car park.
Cllr Sheila Scott, portfolio holder for Health Improvement and
Leisure Services at Blaby District Council, said: “The Pavilion is a
leisure centre at the heart of the community and already popular
with many residents, so it’s great to see it is getting the makeover
and new equipment it deserves.”

The new-look leisure centre is scheduled to
open its doors in April 2015.
For more information on the Pavilion visit
www.huncotepavilion.co.uk, email leisure@blaby.gov.uk or
call 0116 275 0246.

HOW TO CONTACT YOUR
LOCAL COUNCILLORS
Should you have an issue to raise or a question about
something going on in your community that you would like
answers to, please don’t hesitate to contact the Clerk or one of
your local Councillors for help, support and advice.
Cllr ALEC KNIGHT (Chairman) - (0116) 284 1285;
Cllr RHYDELL POOLE (Vice-Chair) - (0116) 275 0629;
Cllr BARBARA KILBY - (0116) 286 5214;
Cllr ANNE GRUNDY - (0116) 284 8054;
Cllr STEVE CRANE - (0116) 286 4525;
Cllr CHRISTINE MEADOWS - (0116) 286 4718;
Cllr CLIFF BROWN - (0116) 286 5052;
Cllr JILL CHEESMAN - (0116) 319 3991.
Cllr MAGGIE WRIGHT (District Councillor)
(01455) 888 306 or cllr.m.wright@blaby.gov.uk
Cllr ERNIE WHITE (County Councillor)
(01455) 272 136 or ewhite@leics.gov.uk
YOUR CLERK is STUART BACON
Contact the Clerk on (01455) 844 539 or 07875 291 366
Find us on the web at
http://huncote.leicestershireparishcouncils.org
Our e-mail is huncotepc@hotmail.com
Would you like to know more about what is happening locally?
Have you been keeping up to date with the Parish Council and
what’s happening in the village on Facebook/Twitter? Why not
look us up and ‘Like’ or ‘Follow’ us to be kept up to date with
the latest news and information from the Parish Council and
links to other helpful, informative and important information
from our partners.
Facebook facebook.com/HuncoteParishCouncil
Facebook facebook.com/Huncote
Twitter @HuncotePC

